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Dear Mr. Bennett: 

This is in response to your very thoughtful letter to 
the Secretary concerning [words excised] 

one suggested that he might be sent to Pakistan to work 
with certain Afghan refugees there who whish to see an 
independent Afghanistan friendly to the United States and to 
the ideals in which our country believes. 

While I understand and sympathize with his aspirations, 
I do not see any way the U.S. Government can help [words 
excised] . 

As you know, there is as yet no real unity among the 
various Afghan groups fighting the Soviet invaders and their 
Kabul puppets although there are some signs of increasing 
cooperation among them. In one sense this is a strength, 
since the Soviets find it particularly difficult to deal 
with a guerrilla force made up of many groups with many 
heads. At the same time, this diversity does give concern 
to those who might wish to see a consensus of Afghan 
nationalist opinion. 
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wish thaa wall, we cannot sponaor or giwa encouragement 
to ona grdup, laadar or organisation over anothar. 

if^ Jwere to coae to Meaning ton, tha 
Afghan Country Officer, Ernaatina Hack, would bo happy 
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support for him to the possible exclusion of the many others 
who might wish to meet with government officials but must 
pay their own way to come to Washington. 

As to the question of American aid the Afghan refugees, 
the many separate groups and lack of unity among them would 
make effective direct aid to Afghan groups almost impossible 
even if it were allowed by the host government, Pakistan. 
Almost all US aid is routed through the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees, who is mandated to handle such 
international efforts. 

I note that the [excised] family are refugees in the 
United States. Their sponsoring organization, according to 
the information you have provided, is the United States 
Catholic Conference (USCC) , which is one of several 
voluntary agencies helping Afghan refugees, and which 
receives U.S. Government grants for this purpose. It is the 
responsibility of the sponsor to help the refugee settle in 
this country. [Excised] should be encouraged to turn to the 
nearest USCC office for help with any questions or concerns 
he has. 

As you point ou^, [excised] does have the right to work 
in the United States. The stamp on the back of his 1-94 
form is his permission to seek employment. The USCC as 
sponsoring agency should be able to help him, although jobs 
are not automatically provided for refugees. [Excised] thus 
may have to approach this problem on his own, just as anyone 
else living in the United States must. 
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Sincerely, 



y 

i chard Faltha* 
aiatant Sefret 



Richard Patthanka 

Assistant Secretary 

for Congressional Relations 
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